Voluntary Codes of Conduct

For Nursery Professionals

Codes from The St. Louis Declaration On Invasive Plant Species, modified on Sept 20, 2005 

for use by the Oahu Nursery Growers Association 
DRAFT:  9/22/05

1. Ensure that invasive potential is assessed prior to introducing and marketing plant species new to Hawaii.  Invasive potential should be assessed by the introducer or qualified experts using emerging risk assessment methods that consider plant characteristics and prior observations or experience with the plant elsewhere in the world.  Additional insights may be gained through extensive monitoring on the nursery site prior to further distribution.

ONGA will support this code by making a good faith effort to use the Hawaii Pacific Weed Risk Assessment (HPWRA) system when it is available*.  

*Note:  At this time, the HPWRA is in transition and plants are not actively being screened.  Plant profiling was done until now by Dr. Curt Daehler and his staff at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and it will be moved to the Lyon Arboretum where new staff will be hired.  When the staff is online and ready to begin screening plants, ONGA will be notified that they may submit the names of new imports to be screened.

2. Work with regional experts and stakeholders to determine which species in your region are either currently invasive or will become invasive.  Identify plants that could be suitable alternatives in your region.

ONGA will support this code by continuing to communicate with resource managers and plant specialists at the UH College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR).

3. Develop and promote alternative plant material through plant selection and breeding.

ONGA will support this code by working with and providing written support for CTAHR researchers to develop sterile plant varieties (triploids) of popular invasive ornamentals.

4. Where agreement has been reached among nursery associations, government, acadamia and ecology and conservation organizations, phase-out existing stocks of those specific invasive species in regions where they are considered to be a threat.

ONGA will support this code by phasing-out and discontinuing the ordering, growing, and sales of the following plants within the next 6 months (by March 2006):

Australian tree fern (Cyathea cooperi)

Rubbervine (Cryptostegia grandiflora and C. madagascariensis)

Smokebush (Buddleja madagascariensis)

Butterfly bush (Buddleja davidii)

Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana and C. jubata**)

Mule’s foot fern (Angiopteris evecta)

Glorybush (Tibuchina urvilleana**)

**denotes plants that are State Noxious Weeds, but are sold at times.

5. Follow all laws on importation and quarantine of plant materials across political boundaries.

ONGA will support this code by making an effort to learn the laws and follow them.

6. Encourage customers to use, and garden writers to promote, non-invasive plants.

ONGA agrees to do this wherever possible.

