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	Hawaii Chapter of the 

American Society of Landscape Architects

Code of Invasive Species Ethics



Preamble
Members of the Hawaii Chapter American Society of Landscape Architects should make every effort within our sphere of influence to enhance, respect, and restore the life-sustaining integrity of the landscape for all living things.
Members should work with clients, review and approval agencies, and local, regional, national, and global governing authorities to educate about, encourage, and seek approval of environmentally positive, financially sound, and sustainable solutions to land-use, development, and management opportunities. 1
The following tenets are the basis of the Hawaii Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects Code of Invasive Species Ethics:
· The health and well-being of biological systems and their integrity are essential to sustain human well-being. 
· Future generations have a right to the same environmental assets and ecological aesthetics.
· Hawaii’s isolation and equable climate makes the islands particularly vulnerable to invasive species. 


· Prevention, early detection and quick eradication are the most viable means of managing invasive species.


Ethical Standards 

As landscape architects and Members of the Hawaii Chapter of the ASLA, we have an ethical obligation to:

ISE1.0 Support and facilitate the invasive species policy statements of the Hawaii Chapter of the ASLA, a synopsis of which follows:


ISE1.1 Act responsibly in the design, planning, management, and policy decisions affecting the health of the natural systems. 1
ISE1.2 Respect historic preservation and ecological management in the design process. 1
ISE1.3 Historic sites, districts, and cultural landscapes should be identified, inventoried, evaluated, classified, protected, and enhanced to ensure that they are available for the education and enjoyment of this and future generations. 1


ISE1.4 Non-native invasive species should not be introduced where those species could contribute to the degradation of the environment and long-term maintenance and management programs should be established to control or remove non-native invasive species from land and water.1
ISE1.5 Strive to maintain, conserve, or re-establish the integrity and diversity of biological systems and their functions. Restore degraded ecosystems. Use indigenous and compatible materials and plants in the creation of habitat for indigenous species of animals. 1
ISE1.6 Actively engage in shaping decisions, attitudes, and values that support public health and welfare, environmental respect, and landscape regeneration. 1
ISE1.7 Screen plant selection using the Hawaii Chapter of the ASLA Invasive Assessment for potentially invasive plants. Species that are not on the list but form monospecific (one species) stands should be considered with caution.
ISE1.8 Take into consideration potential environmental impacts of selected plants beyond the area of the landscape plan.

ISE1.9 Obey all federal, state and county laws [i.e. historic, shoreline, environmental, noxious species, etc.]

ISE1.10 Promote the labeling and use of weed-free materials including sand, gravel, rock, topsoil and mulch.

ISE1.11 Limit the impact caused by construction and maintenance by instituting best management practices including minimizing soil disturbance, thorough cleaning of offsite construction equipment, weed-free fill materials, informational signage & training, and fill movement record keeping. Use the Hawaii Chapter of the ASLA specifications section for the prevention, detection and eradication of non-native invasive species.
ISE1.12 Before introducing new species to State of Hawaii, submit species for screening by the Hawaii Weed Risk Assessment.
ISE1.13 Varietals of invasive plants sometimes have different growth characteristics that may render it non invasive. Submit varietals for screening by the Hawaii Weed Risk Assessment.

ISE1.14 New additions to Hawaii Weed Risk Assessment should be reviewed annually in January.

ISE1.15 Hawaii Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects Code of Invasive Species Ethics becomes effective June 1, 2008.
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