Work with the Weed Risk Assessment (WRA) process has been ongoing under a grant from the U.S. Forest Service through DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife Kaulunani Urban Forestry Program.  Now that the scoring and the scientific review of the scoring is completed, an aggressive educational outreach program has begun to increase the public’s awareness and understanding of the trees in their urban forest and promote the use of ecologically safe species in Hawaii’s urban landscape.  This has included working with several landscape industry organizations as well as conservation groups and governmental organizations to promote understanding of the WRA process and to discuss how the information can be used to aid in planting decisions.

The WRA system has been successfully used to score invasive plants in Australia and New Zealand and tests of the modified version (the Hawaii/Pacific Weed Risk Assessment system (HPWRA)) have shown it to be highly predictive of plant invasiveness in Hawai‘i.  The original system scores a variety of biological information to categorize species into three classes – permitted for use, requiring additional study, or excluded from use.  Because this scoring system is not linked to regulations in Hawai‘i, the classes are “H(HPWRA)” indicating a high risk of invasiveness, “L(HPWRA)” indicating a low risk of invasiveness, and “Evaluate” indicating that there is insufficient information to complete the assessment.  The HPWRA system works in tandem with the Hawaii Exotic Plant Evaluation Protocol (HEPEP).  While the HPWRA system is predictive and is especially effective in screening plant species not yet in Hawaii, the HEPEP process considers the HPWRA prediction of invasiveness as well as documented reports of impacts in Hawaii.

Those interested in the HPWRA system and its’ uses are encouraged to contact Carter Smith, Weed Risk Assessment Liaison at cartersm@hawaii.edu or 956-7909 or visit the Weed Risk Assessment website at www.botany.hawaii.edu/faculty/daehler/wra.  

