Aloha Fellow Hawaii Green Industry Professionals,

The American Society of Landscape Architects Hawaii Chapter Executive committee recently embarked on a process to develop an ASLA recommended list of potentially invasive plants to avoid using in our industry.  As most of you aware, the conservation industry has in conjunction with University of Hawaii and the USDA Forest Service developed in 2004, the Hawaii-Pacific Weed Risk Assessment [WRA]. The WRA is a prediction that a species will become invasive and does not measure any of the species benefits or on the ground evidence.

Please visit the WRA website for more information on the Weed Risk Assessment: 

http://www.botany.hawaii.edu/faculty/daehler/WRA/

The ASLA Executive committee has determined the best way to address the invasive plant issue is to be proactive rather than reactive and be more careful with the plants we choose while defending the plants that have more benefit than risk.

An ASLA Invasive Subcommittee was formed that comprised of Chris Dacus, Mike Miyabara, Matt Flach, Alan Kutsunai, Kevin Nishikawa, Ray Higa and non-ASLA members Stan Oka, Boyd Ready, and Bill Durston.  The committee reviewed only the plants on the WRA list that are predicted to be invasive focusing only on the benefits, since the risk assessment has been determined by the WRA.

An initial review of each plant was conducted with six possible determinations:

1. Do Not Plant

2. Continue to Plant

3. Plant but refrain from using near sensitive environs

4. Obtain industry input and consensus

5. Do not plant if equal alternative is propagated

6. Request additional information

For a draft of the list in the Adobe .pdf format, click here.<<LINK>>

The ASLA Executive Committee would appreciate constructive comments. Please send your comments directly to Chris Dacus via email at Christopher.A.Dacus@hawaii.gov.

If you feel strongly about a particular plant, it would be helpful if you could provide detailed information on the economic, ecological, environmental, public health, medicinal, historic, community, cultural, tourism, or unique aesthetic value of the plant. If you are aware of an equal alternative even if not currently propagated in Hawaii that would also be helpful. We would also appreciate your input on what should be the outcome be for plants with an overall benefit but have the potential to be invasive – continue to plant, refrain from planting from sensitive environs, set a sunshine date in the future to stop planting, develop a sterile version, and/or develop an equal alternative? Lastly, all the plants tested with the WRA protocol were not tested to the varietal level. We need to collect the names of the popular varietals of the plants in question and submit for WRA testing since varietals behave quite differently than the species in many cases.

There will be opportunities to comment in public Landscape Industry meetings on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, Maui and the Big Island and the upcoming LICH annual conference in May.
